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Over the Left Field Wall— 
A Foul 


A few days ago the Fifth World Order Study 
Conference, sponsored by the National Council 
of Churches, took an action at its Cleveland 
meeting recommending that Red China be ad- 
mitted to the United Nations and accorded dip- 
lomatic recognition by the United States govern- 
ment. 


This recommendation has been characterized 
as both “shocking’’ and “ominous”; shocking, 
as the Washington Evening Star editortalized, 
“it is very difficult to reconcile Christian con- 
cepts with what might be considered the politi- 
cal realities of this matter’; and, ominous be- 
cause the step recommended carries with it 
commitments and implications which, once put 
into effect, would be irrevocable and which 
could well lead to the destruction of the free 
world. 


Many feel, and with mounting evidence to 
sustain that position, that the majority of the 
world’s problems today stem from the _ recog- 
nition accorded Soviet Russia in 1932. 


The fallacious argument is advanced that 
since Russia or China is under a Communist 
government therefore recognition of that govern- 
ment is merely a diplomatic procedure carrying 
with it no approval of the regime itself. | 


That which is overlooked is that the over- 
whelming majority of the people in Russia 
and China found themselves saddled with a 
government, not of their own choosing, a govern- 
ment composed of evil men dedicated to a god- 
less concept of men and nations, one in which 
every basic freedom is denied and the state be- 
comes supreme. 


Diplomatic recognition of these governments 
gives them incalculable help in their program 
of consolidation of power at the domestic level 
and in their unending efforts of infiltration 
and subversion abroad. 
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The folly and impossibility of dealing with 
such governments is being demonstrated at this 
very moment: in Geneva we are trying to ne- 


gotiate a treaty with Russia for the control of 


atomic tests. Only a short distance away we 
are dealing with a situation brought about by 
the unilateral breaking of a treaty by Russia, 
made in supposedly good faith at the time 


- Berlin was occupied. 


What happens when we deal with the Com- 
munists is an open book. The records show 
that as the result of 19 top-level conferences 
with the Soviet 40 agreeménts were made. Only 
three of these have been kept. 


The conference in Cleveland is typical of 
the multiplied top-level meetings sponsored by 
the National Council in which carefully pre- 
pared programs are developed beforehand by 
some of the ablest men in the ecclesiastical 
world, men who are irrevocably committed to a 
particular philosophy of the Church, social 
action and world affairs. This philosophy en- 
visions the Church, as such, exercising political 
pressures on the government by which, in a very 
real sense, the government becomes the agent 
of the Church. To many of us this is a fatal 
concept, one which abdicates the high spiritual 
nature of the Church and substitutes for it a 
secular and materialistic role for which there 
is no scriptural basis. 


Even a cursory reading of the many resolu- 
tions adopted in Cleveland will reveal the fact 
that they are addressed to sitwations and not to 


_ the moral and spiritual bankruptcy in the hearts 


of mankind, the proclamation of cure for which 


is the central task of the Church. 


We would not over simplify the duty of the 
Church. She has a social obligation and a 
prophetic role. But these will never be solved 
at the political level until the message of per- 
sonal redemption from sin is the foundation 
stone on which all other activities are built. 
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The vote in Cleveland was reported to be 
unanimous. One can but venture a hypothetical 
question: Suppose a resolution had been intro- 
duced calling for an affirmation of this truth; 
“Christ died for our sins, according to the 
Scriptures’, and stating that this message must 
be a part of all preaching from the pulpits of 
America? 


Would the resolution have received unani- 
mous approval? 


We venture to say it would have been tabled 
as “controversial” or ‘‘not relevant” to the work 
of the Conference. 


Our final observation is that we view with 


grave suspicion an organization which meets 
in the name of the Church and which is pre- 
pared to take unequivocal action on secular 
matters, many of which are controversial in 
nature, but which consistently refuses to take a 
stand on those matters which are the very heart 
of the Christian faith and message. 


The Cleveland action was a blow way out in 
left field—but it was a foul. It must have 
brought great comfort and joy to Moscow and 


Peking. 
—L. N. B. 


Spiritual Appetite 


Salvation is represented in the Bible as a 
feast: “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye 
to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without 
price. Wherefore do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your labor for that 
which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto 
me, and eat ye that which is good, and let 
your soul delight itself in fatness”. (Is. 55:- 
1, 2). “Then said he unto him, a certain man 
made a great supper, and bade many: and 
sent his servant at supper time to say to them 
that were bidden, come; for all things are now 
ready”. (Luke 14: 16, 17). “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a certain king, which made a 
marriage feast for his son, and sent forth his 
servants to call them that were bidden to the 
wedding; and they would not come”. (Matt. 
La: 


There are two important parts to a feast: 
the food and the appetite. When God makes a 


feast we know the food is all right. We look at 
the tables spread at some of our Home Comings 
and wonder how people can prepare so many 
delicious things. God has the most wonderful 
food for our bodies and we thank Him for 
all these bounties. He has far more delicious 
food for our souls. All the riches of His grace 
are spread before us and they are all free. Sal- 
vation is a feast of good things: all things 
are ours. 


What about our appetite? We feel sorry for 
the man who has no appetite. This has been 
one of my troubles in my illness. It is bad not 
to be able to enjoy all the appetizing chicken 
and ham and pies and cakes. 


What about our appetite when we come to 
the feast which God has prepared for our 
souls? Are we hungry and thirsty for these 
rich and varied blessings? Do we really mean 
what we sing and pray: ‘More holiness give 
me, more strivings within; more patience in 
suffering, more sorrow for sin; more faith in 
my Saviour, more sense of His care; more joy 
in His service, more purpose in prayer. More 
gratitude give me, more trust in the Lord; 
more pride in His glory; more hope in His 
word; more tears for His sorrows, more pain 
at His grief; more meekness in trial, more 
praise for relief. More purity give me, more 


strength to o’ercome; more freedom from earth- 


strains, more longings for home; more fit for 
the kingdom, more used would I be; more 
blessed and holy, more, Saviour, like Thee”. 


These are but a few of His provisions. May 
we hunger and thirst, and then our souls will 


be filled! 


Faithfulness 


A graduate nurse recently told me this story, 
remarking as she did: “I get goose-pimples 
every time I think about it.” 


Recently a man from a rural community sus- 
tained a serious brain injury. He was unsaved 
and his relatives and friends were deeply con- 
cerned about him. The pastors in the area, 
many of them men of limited education, or- 
ganized special prayer meetings for him, and 
then agreed among themselves that one of them 
would make himself available in the hospital at 


Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 
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all times hoping to win this man to Christ 
should he regain consciousness. 


Several days later the man did regain con- 
sciousness for a féw minutes. A minister was 
sitting by his bed and said: “I have been sit- 
ting here hoping you would wake up. Would 
you not like to receive Christ as your Saviour 
right now?” The patient replied, “Yes I would”, 
and right then he was led to accept Christ. 


Five minutes later he lost consciousness, never 
to regain it, and the following day he passed 
away. 


Is there not a deep lesson for all of us in this 
story? Concern, perseverance, prayer, work, faith 
—and great joy! 

—L. N. B. 


A Ransom Instead of Many 


Commenting on the great “ransom passage” 
of Mark 10:45; Matt. 20:28, Professor F. 
Buechsel of Rostock writes in TWNT, IV. 244- 
345: “The word for ransom includes in any 
case a thought of substitution. For while one 
may signify with anti either in the place, of or 
for the benefit of: in that Jesus gives Him- 
self in His death, there occurs with Him, what 
must (otherwise) occur with the many. He 
steps in their place. The word definitely looks 
back to Mk. 8:37, Matt. 16:26, antallagma, in 
exchange for. ““That which no man can do. He, 
the Unique One, the Son of God does.” Buech- 
sel shows that efforts to clarify this thought 
with appeals to the OT ransom or sacrifice or 
the servant of the LORD who dies as a sub- 
stitute for many, Isa. 53:6, 12 has difficulties 
of method. 


This is not, however, a mere fragment of 
the dogmatic doctrine of atonement, but is a 
piece of the history of the dying Jesus in which 
He lays hold of and obeys the will-of God. The 
line runs through the account of Jesus’ agony 
in Gethsemane and the cry from Calvary, “My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken me’, and through 
the Last Supper. “‘He stands in their place.” 
He the Beloved Son is the shepherd smitten 
by God for the flock, Zech. 13:7; Mk. 14:27; 
Mt. 26:31 God has laid upon Him the neces- 
sity of dying; because He thinks, as God thinks, 
He must die, Mk. 8:31, 33; Mt. 16:23. 


His blood is shed for the benefit of the many, 
for the New Covenant of God with man comes 
to stand through His blood, Mk. 14:24; Mt. 26: 
28. All this has its ultimate ground in this: 
that His life is the ransom for many, that He 
has offered Himself, substituting Himself for 
them’. “According to every consideration there 
can be no doubt that the receiver of this ran- 
som, though He is not expressly named, is 
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God. For Jesus serves God in His dying, God 
inexorably required the suffering of His Son. 
God smote Him. That Satan was the recipient 
of this ransom is definitely excluded. Satan 
does not come into the whole history of the 
Passion as given by Mark and Matthew. Satan 
so little wills the death of Jesus, that on the 
contrary, he seeks to turn Jesus from this way, 
Mk. 8:55; Mt. 16:23.” 


Thus, the main drive of the exposition of 
ransom and of redemption as expounded in 
TWNT by competent Continental scholars sup. 
ports the teaching of our Church that “Christ 
hath purchased redemption” for His people. 
There is room for differences in detail on sun- 
dry points of exegesis. Leon Morris differs 
from Buechsel in details. But the main con- 
tention of both these able scholars accords with 
the statement of our Confession of Faith. Ac- 
cording to our Church and these able scholars 
the Word of God teaches that Christ gave Him- 
self a ransom in place of many, that is, He 
paid the price to God for our redemption. 
Though no man is rich enough to give God 
a ransom for the life of His brother, Psalm 
48:6-8, Jesus gave Himself a substitute in ex- 
change for many—His life for our lives, His 
obedience for our disobedience, His enduring the 
wrath of God we deserved, His death instead 
of our death. 7 

—W. C. R. 


Recognizing Red China 
By Landrum 


Disservice to any communion of saints— com- 
monly referred to as a church—is the last thing 
the columntator would wish to do. However, as 
he sees it, a great disservice to all such com- 
munions is being done, again and again, by the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
United States. 


Without any. authority in fact, this organiza- 
tion continually asserts that it represents “more 
than 34,000,000 members.” It is its claim that 
this fellowship of 34,000,000 members desires to 
cooperate in their common tasks. All that 
sounds as fine and as Christian as the Apostles’ 
Creed. But at Cleveland last week what came 
of it was a recommendation that the United 
States recognize Red China and vote for admit- 
ting Red China into the United Nations. 


The Columntator is one of the 34,000,000 
‘members,’ in whose name 600 clergymen and 
laymen pretend to speak. They have no more 


right to speak for the Columntator than Mao 
or Khrushchev has. The Columntator is dead — 
against recognizing the Communist regime in 


China. He believes that nine tenths of the mem- 
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bership of the church denominations claimed 
as affiliates by the National Council are dead 
against Red China and all its works. 


The rank and file of the pledge-paying lay- 
men of these churches never had any oppor- 
tunity to say whether they wanted to go into 
the National Council, never had any chance 
(and never will have any National Council 
chance) to say what they actually think about 
recognizing godless, faithless, conscienceless Red 
China. 


A considerable number of the leaders of the 
National Council—and of the predecessor or- 
anization known as the Federal Council—have 
been leftists and fronters, and outstanding lead- 
ers in the National Council now have a bad 
record for lending their names to Red front or- 
ganizations. | 


That all these men are themselves Com- 
munists, the column does not allege or believe. 
That a great many of them are themselves Com- 
munists, the column does not allege or believe. 
But name-droppers who drop their names to 


give respectability to outfits secretly dedicated 


to the encouragement of Communism here and 
abroad are not worthy of Christian leadership 
in any cause. Nor is the wisdom of such in- 
discreet “joiners” worthy to be followed. 


Red China keeps no promise, acknowledges 
no obligation to be civilized or honest or co- 
operative in anything that is just or merciful 
or righteous. 3 


It is strange theology indeed which would 
use the name of Christ as a shield under which 
to recognize, aid and further the boasted scheme 
of Red Communism to dominate a world for 
godless tyranny. 


Surely, somewhere in the pasture of the Lord 
here on earth there is a shepherding wise enough 
still to tell the difference between God’s sheep 
and the devil’s goats. : 

| —The Dallas Morning News 


Daily “Don’ts” of a Christian 


Don’t withhold your bouquets. Give them 
now, during life—Flowers placed on the grave 
waft no sweet fragrance back over the weary 
years. 


Don’t criticize anyone behind his back. Do 
it to his face or not at all. “The words of a 
talebearer are as wounds.” 


Don’t put second things first. “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and His righteousness.”’ 

Don’t be satisfied with a sand foundation 
for your spiritual house, “For other foundations 
can no man lay than that is laid which is 
Jesus Christ”. 
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Don’t be fooled by the devil’s camouflage 
for the devil himself is sometimes transformed 
into an angel of light. 


Don’t forget that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive. The only things that we really 
have are the things that we have given away. 


Don’t rely on your own strength. “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart and lean not 
unto thine own understanding.” 


Don’t avoid sins of commission only, “For 
inasmuch as ye did it not unto the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.” 


Don’t look to the right or to the left but — 
Fix your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in His wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely 
dim, 
In the light of His Glory and Grace. 


Don’t be stiff-necked and proud. “God re- 
sisteth the proud but giveth grace unto the 
humble.” 


Don’t rely on works for salvation for “by 
Grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of 
works lest any man should boast”. 

—R. LeC. 


“Let Your Light So Shine—” 


Light after dark was a major problem of the 
human race for thousands of years. Proof of 
its importance is the number of times the word 
appears in the Old Testament. In the Bible 
we find it 277 times. 


God created light and called it good and 
separating light from darkness he named the 
light day and the darkness night. Light came 
to represent right and darkness wrong, the good 
and bad. As the darkness of sin covered the 
earth, men preferred the dark. In it they 
thought they could hide from God. The world 
groped in the darkness for light in search of 
a Saviour. 


“O send out thy light and thy truth,” we read 
in Psalms with a feeling that the author knew 
what was coming. God led His chosen people 
“all night with a light” but disobedience grew 
and the light went out. The prophets prayed 
and in due time God pledged a “light to the 
righteous.” Isaiah wrote “Let us walk in 
the light of the Lord” and twice quoted God’s 
promise He would give the world “a light for 
the Gentiles,” predicting “The Gentiles will 
come to thy light.” 


Centuries later, the light came, God had ful- 
filled His promise as Matthew reported “The 
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people which sat in darkness saw a great light.” 
John explained that Christ was sent to bear 
witness of the light. So the True Light “lighteth 
every man.” Jesus told His believers, “Ye are 
the light of the world,” and if you have a light 
Our Lord urged you not to hide it, instead let 
it shine to give light to all. Regardless of what 
that light may be, no matter how small or 
how great, the world will see it. 


“Ye are the children of light,” therefore “He 
that loveth . . . abideth in the light” and we 
Should “walk as children of light.” Christ 
came to cast out darkness. Our Lord’s beautiful 
words spoken in the Sermon on the Mount 
sum up the subject better than any man can 
do it: “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” : 


If the True Light is in your heart, it will 
shine in your eyes, your smile, your face and 
it will control your acts and bridle your tongue. 
If you fail this test, you are still in darkness. 

—Ralph Brewer 


“Kamsa Hamnida” From Korea 


Kamsa hamnida! That is “thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts”, spoken for the thou- 
sands of Koreans who have been restored to 
health or relieved of pain by the SAMPLE 
DRUGS which have poured into our two mis- 
sion hospitals, in Chunju and Kwangju. 


What started as a trickle of discarded pills 
rounded up by a few thoughtful individuals in 
the home church has in the past three years be- 
come a veritable flood of assorted medicaments. 
All over our Assembly, in towns and cities 
throughout the South, various church groups are 
assembling and sorting these precious drugs, 
which have already fulfilled their advertising 
function and are just begging to be used by some- 
one in God’s world who hasn’t enough money to 
buy them. 


The “Sample program” sprang up simul- 
taneously in several different cities, and this 
good work has subsequently flowered like the 
mustard seed. Every month comes word of some 
new group or church which has caught on to 
this activity which offers such a tangible and 
touchable avenue of charity. The pattern has 
been repeated over and over: some concerned 
person has contacted a few Presbyterian phy- 
sicians and asked them to save their sample 
drugs; later there has been a canvassing and 
collecting day, then a “sorting bee” supervised 
by a doctor or nurse and entered into enthu- 
siastically by Sunday School classes, adult groups, 
or young people. Invariably the community 
programs have mushroomed and these groups 
have been gratified to see their humble projects 
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transformed over night into boxes and barrels 
of valuable medicine bound for one of the 
Presbyterian mission hospitals in Asia, the Amer- 
icas, or Africa. 


The experience of Norfolk Presbytery repre- 
sents, on a large scale, what has been happening 
in some measure all over the Assembly. In 
1956 there were 22 pounds sent by parcel post; 
in 1957 this grew to 65 pounds by parcel post 
and five 55-gallon drums by ocean freight. ‘Then. 
in 1958 this single presbytery shipped twelve 
55-gallon drums laden with sample drugs of 
inestimable value, six for the Medical Center 
in Chunju and six for Graham Tuberculosis 
Hospital in Kwangju! 


Because our mission institutions must operate 
on a fixed budget there are no funds available 
for the individual mission hospitals to assume 
the cost of ocean freight on large drug ship- 
ments. Therefore unless appropriate shipping 
arrangements can be made by independent 
groups, collection of drugs should not be sent 
by ocean freight. 


In the event that massive shipments are ac- 
cumulated so as to preclude the parcel post 
route, then it is advisable to contact MRS. 
HOWARD, 3700 SIMPSON STREET, NOR- 
FOLK 13, VIRGINIA. Mrs. Howard has had 
wide experience in handling the Norfolk Pres- 
bytery collections from the standpoint of ex- 
peditious and cheap trans-oceanic shipping. She 
has graciously volunteered to operate an Eastern 
“clearing-house” for other large collections. 


For most groups it will prove more feasible 
to send the drugs by PARCEL POST, the collec- 
tions broken into small units if necessary to 
meet weight regulations. 


By whatever route they are sent, all drug 
shipments should be accompanied by a shipping 
list which records in a general way (i.e. anti- 
biotics, antihistimines, sedatives, etc.) the con- 
tents of the container. Further the containers 
should be prominently marked: “FOR CHARI- 
TABLE WORK. OF NO COMMERCIAL 
VALUE.” 


These suggestions apply specifically for ship- 
ments to Korea. If you are sending druys to 
other mission fields, make certain that you have 
obtained full information on shipping and cus- 
toms regulations. (Shipments by ocean-freight 
to Korea must be accompanied by original and 
copy of bill-of-lading, an invoice, and an item- 


_ weight packing list.) 


The drugs are always received with open arms 
regardless of how they are packed. However, 
for those groups who have medical supervision, 
if all identical items are packed in common 


containers (plastic preferably) it saves count- 
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less hours for the one nurse who must do all 


the sorting at this end. 


The good that your drug samples are doing 
in terms of medical care and as expressions of 
Christian concern is simply incalculable. We 
join our Korean Patient in a heart-felt “Kamsa 
hamnida!” 

From The Missionary Staff 
Presbyterian Medical Staff 
Chunju, Korea 


Some of the. 3 Those 


— From Who Receive 
for Your 
GIVING The Joy Gift 


“TI am still thankful after Thanksgiving and 
will continue to be thankful so long as I shall 
live.” 


“We are living a quiet even life here as would 
be impossible were it not for the Joy Gift.” 


“You have no idea the joy and cheer these 
monthly gifts bring into my life, most of all 
security and peace of mind free from worry.” 


“I thank the Heavenly Father each time that 
I get a check, and ask His blessings upon His 
children who make it possible.” 


“If the Church knew how much comfort they 
are giving when they put their money into the 
red Joy Gift envelopes at Christmastime, they 
would be glad and really filled with Joy.” 


“It is indeed a lift that nothing else can 
bring to know that the Church has not for- 
gotten its servant and minister of past years.” 


“You can never know how much we appreciate 
the help you send us from the Joy Gift.” 

“. . . and the Relief check has been just 
that... areal RELIEF.” | 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
3 : OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

Second Semester Begins 
ay Bie January 26, 1959 


Chapter, Future Business LOUIS C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
_ Leaders of America Maxton North Carolina 


Give The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
To Your Loved Ones and Friends 
For Christmas 


See Special Offer on Page 24 
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How To Succeed 


By George S. Lauderdale 


First, pray. A list of causes and people should 
be used. Disorderliness is a block; make your 
prayer list attractive. Try a loose-leaf notebook 
and type in the names, that your mind and 
heart will be stimulated. Prayer is vital and 
every encouragement must be used. 


Get a prayer partner. Wives will pray with 
their husbands; children will take to the idea 
of having a neat notebook with pictures of mis- 


_ sionaries whom they know. 


Set a time. When educators determine that 
the pupil know history, they set a period for 
that study exclusively. If the hour is 9 o’clock 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, the class sticks 
to the schedule, and before long the lessons are 
in their minds. Suppose no schedule were fol- 
lowed, and the history texts were opened at ran- 
dom. Let’s quit trying to pray that way! 


FACE THE FAILURE. 
Another secret of success in the Christian life 


is emphasizing missions in the area of dis- 


appointment. For example, the attendance at the 
Sunday evening service may be lagging far be- 
low the potential. The people of the community 
are watching TV; the young people will not 
stay for lunch; souls are not being saved. Things 
could not be much worse, and you have nothing 
to lose by giving the Holy Spirit, who has come 
to take the Word to the ends of the world, di- 
rection of the Sunday night program. 


The elders and deacons who are not attending 
will get first attention from the Spirit. There 
is such a thing as church discipline still, and the 


leaders of the flock have vows on them. The 


Spirit will line up the elders and their families. 


God will also help the preacher. How few 
there are in the pulpit so interested in their 
subjects and present them with such vigor that 
they are ready for a hot shower and a rubdown 
following the message! If the preacher is not 


tired after the sermon, the people will be! 


TRIUMPH FOR CHRIST 


With the amen corner full of elders, a man 
on fire in the pulpit, and the young people in 
their places in the choir, and the deacons and 
ushers giving folks a warm welcome, the Spirit 
will challenge the congregation, if He is begged 
to do so, with the Word of God and needs from 
the mission fields. Tape recorders can be used 
now to get the voices of the missionaries into 
the churches; flannelgraph stories are available 
with missionary appeals; the whole Bible is a 
missionary book. 


Today too, we have missionary pictures in 
color with sound. May God help the Christian 


PAGE 7 


rels | 
=| 
Ost 
en | 
lve | | 
ter 
sis 
ate 
me 

ip- 

ng 

ost 

ad 

es- 

he 

he 
m 

to 

ug 
ng 

ti- 

n- 
rT. 

to | 
ve 

S- 

ht 

d 

1- 

or, 

Nn, 

L 


whose church is closed on Sunday night to open 
it for the cause of world Christian missions! 
Turn the night meetings over to God! Let dif- 
ferent persons give brief missionary stories, 
songs, news items. Invite the whole community. 
Receive an offering and send it to the mis- 
sionaries. God will bless you! 


VICTORY AT HOME 


Other areas of failure can be remedied by em- 
phasizing Christian missions and participating 
therein. Take for example, disclipine in the 
home. Junior sulks because he wanted butter 
on his grits instead of gravy. Show him a picture 
(after the meal) of a Korean mother with a 
baby strapped on her back getting garbage out 
of a dirty can. Junior will quit feeling sorry 
for himself. Get the boy a bank into which he 
can put a penny or more per day for milk for 
Korean orphans, or get him a dime calendar if 
he is in the big silver money, so that he can 
give a dime a day and pray as he does it for a 
worker for Christ overseas. 


At tucking-in time, these domestic missionary 
projects come in for their share in the prayers 


which wonderfully prevent the perennial selfish- 


ness problems which the doctor delivers with 
each baby. 
APPEAL 


Make your worries go to work for the peren- 
nial evangelization of the world. 


In the above suggestions we assume that you 
are born again. If you are not, first surrender 
to Jesus. The blind cannot lead the blind. You 
will be a missionary as soon as you are saved; 
on your knees call on God to remove your sins 
right now through His Son Jesus Christ, whose 
blood was shed that you might not have to go 
to hell in payment for your misdeeds. 


Though All Else Fail... 


My own family knew nothing of our circum- 
stances (wrote C. T. Studd), only that we were 
in the heart of China. The last of our supplies 

was finished and there was no apparent hope 
of supplies of any kind coming from any human 
source. The mail came once a fortnight. The 


mail man had just set out that afternoon and 


in a fortnight he would bring the return mail. 
The children were put to bed. Then my wife 
came to my room. We had looked facts in the 
face. If the return postman brought no relief, 
starvation stared us in the face. We decided 
to have a night of prayer. We got on our knees 


for that purpose. I think we must have stayed 


there twenty minutes before we rose again. We 
had told God everything that we had to say 
in those twenty minutes. Our hearts were re- 
lieved; it did not seem to us either reverence 
or common sense to keep on talking to God 
as though He could not understand our simple 
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styles, materials and 
colors—children and adult 
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language or the extremity of our circumstances 
or the weight of the words of His Son Who 
said that God knew everything before we told 
Him. As He said Himself, “Before they call 
I will answer,” and verily He did. The mail- 
man returned at the appointed time. We were 
not slow to open the bag. We glanced over 
the letters; there was nothing, and we looked 
at each other. I went to the bag again, took 
up the corners and shook it mouth downwards. 
Out came another letter, but the handwriting 
was totally unfamiliar to us. Drawn blank again. 
I opened it and then began to read. We were 
different after the reading of that letter from 
what we had been before, and I think our whole 
lives have been different since. This was the 
letter—I looked at the signature first, one wholly 
unknown to me—‘T have,” he said, “for some 
reason or other received the command of God 
to send you a cheque for £100. I have not 
met you, I have only heard of you and that not 
often, but God has prevented me from sleeping 
tonight by this command. Why He should com- 
mand me to send you this I don’t know—you 
will know better than I. Anyhow, here it is, 
and I hope it will do you good.” The name 
of that man was Frank Crossley. We had neither 
of us seen the other or corresponded. 

—ON AND OFF DUTY 


Sign on the highway: “Puppies for Sale — the 
only love that money can buy. 
* * 


Money symptoms of Character: 
1. How you get it 
2. How you use (or invest) it 
3. How you spend it. 
Dr. Lingle: ‘They say that ‘money but 
all it ever said to me was, ‘Good Bye’’ 
* * * 


The Cynic (with three-fifths of the truth): 
Money—Laughs when it comes; 
Frowns while it stays; 
Sobs when it goes. 


* * * 


St. Paul to Timothy: ‘For the love of money is 
a root of all evil; which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows” (I Tim.6:10). 
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BUT 
INCOME of RETIRED 
MINISTERS, THEIR 
WIVES or WIDOWS 
CAN'T KEEP UP 


What cost $100.00 in 1950—now 
costs $120.00 . . . and, what cost 
$100 in 1940 now costs $205.50. 
If a minister retired in 1950, he’s 
certainly feeling the financial 
pinch. If he retired | 
in 1940, he’s having a 
hard time, indeed. 
Here’s a chart show- 
ing the rise in costs 
of living. 
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whose church is closed on Sunday night to open 
it for the cause of world Christian missions! 
Turn the night meetings over to God! Let dif- 
ferent persons give brief missionary stories, 
songs, news items. Invite the whole community. 
Receive an offering and send it to the mis- 
sionaries. God will bless you! 


VICTORY AT HOME 


Other areas of failure can be remedied by em- 
phasizing Christian missions and participating 
therein. Take for example, disclipine in the 
home. Junior sulks because he wanted butter 
on his grits instead of gravy. Show him a picture 
(after the meal) of a Korean mother with a 
baby strapped on her back getting garbage out 
of a dirty can. Junior will quit feeling sorry 
for himself. Get the boy a bank into which he 
can put a penny or more per day for milk for 
Korean orphans, or get him a dime calendar if 
he is in the big silver money, so that he can 
give a dime a day and pray as he does it for a 
worker for Christ overseas. 


At tucking-in time, these domestic missionary 
projects come in for their share in the prayers 
which wonderfully prevent the perennial selfish- 
ness problems which the doctor delivers with 
each baby. 

APPEAL 


Make your worries go to work for the peren- 
nial evangelization of the world. 


In the above suggestions we assume that you 
are born again. If you are not, first surrender 
to Jesus. The blind cannot lead the blind. You 
will be a missionary as soon as you are saved; 
on your knees call on God to remove your sins 
right now through His Son Jesus Christ, whose 
blood was shed that you might not have to go 
to hell in payment for your misdeeds. 


Though All Else Fail... 


My own family knew nothing of our circum- 
stances (wrote C. T. Studd), only that we were 
in the heart of China. The last of our supplies 

was finished and there was no apparent hope 


of supplies of any kind coming from any human_ 


source. The mail came once a fortnight. The 
mail man had just set out that afternoon and 
in a fortnight he would bring the return mail. 
The children were put to bed. Then my wife 
came to my room. We had looked facts in the 
face. If the return postman brought no relief, 
starvation stared us in the face. We decided 
to have a night of prayer. We got on our knees 
for that purpose. I think we must have stayed 
there twenty minutes beforé we rose again. We 
had told God everything that we had to say 
in those twenty minutes. Our hearts were re- 
lieved; it did not seem to us either reverence 
or common sense to keep on talking to God 
as though He could not understand our simple 


PAGE 8 


CHOIRandPULPITROBES 2 # 
Highest Quality Low Prices 


Fine tailoring — choice of 
styles, materials and 
colors—children and adult 
choirs. Write for free 
catalog — Save at Hartley. 


HARTLEY 


1811-P Church St., Nashville, Tenn. 


language or the extremity of our circumstances 
or the weight of the words of His Son Who 
said that God knew everything before we told 


-Him. As He said Himself, ‘Before they call 


I will answer,” and verily He did. The mail. 
man returned at the appointed time. We were 
not slow to open the bag. We glanced over 
the letters; there was nothing, and we looked 
at each other. I went to the bag again, took 
up the corners and shook it mouth downwards. 
Out came another letter, but the handwriting 
was totally unfamiliar to us. Drawn blank again. 
I opened it and then began to read. We were 
different after the reading of that letter from 
what we had been before, and I think our whole | 
lives have been different since. This was the 
letter—I looked at the signature first, one wholly 
unknown to me—“T have,” he said, ‘for some 
reason or other received the command of God 
to send you a cheque for £100. I have not 
met you, I have only heard of you and that not 
often, but God has prevented me from sleeping 
tonight by this command. Why He should com- 
mand me to send you this I don’t know—you 
will know better than I. Anyhow, here it is, 
and I hope it will do you good.” The name 
of that man was Frank Crossley. We had neither 
of us seen the other or corresponded. 

—ON AND OFF DUTY 


Money 


Sign on the highway: ‘Puppies for Sale — the 
only love that money can buy. 


Money symptoms of Character: 
1. How you get it 
2. How you use (or invest) it 
3. How you spend it. 
* 


Dr. Lingle: ‘“‘They say that ‘money | — but | 
all it ever said to me was, ‘Good Bye’ ’ 
* * * 


The Cynic (with three-fifths of the truth): 
Money—Laughs when it comes; 
Frowns while it stays; 
Sobs when it goes. 


* * * 


St. Paul to Timothy: ‘For the love of money is 
a root of all evil; which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows” (I Tim.6:10). 
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BUT 


INCOME of RETIRED 
MINISTERS, THEIR 
WIVES or WIDOWS 

CAN'T KEEP UP 


What cost $100.00 in 1950—now 
‘costs $120.00 . . . and, what cost 
$100 in 1940 now costs $205.50. 
If a minister retired in 1950, he’s 
certainly feeling the financial 


pinch. If he retired 
in 1940, he’s having a 
hard time, indeed. 
Here’s a chart show- 
ing the rise in costs 
of living. 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 28 


Jesus Acknowledged As The Christ 


Background Scripture: Mark 8:27-9:1 
Devotional Readings: Acts 2:29-36 


Be sure and study the parallel passage, Matthew 16:13-28, and also John 6:69 where Peter’s ‘“‘confes. 
sion cf faith” is given in its complete form. “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God”, for 
it is upon this rock—the belief in Christ as the Son of God, that the church is founded. Only a church 
built on the eternal Son of God can withstand the forces of hell. This selection that we study today 
is very vital, for it stresses the Deity of our Lord, His atoning work on the cross, His resurrection, and 
the cost of discipleship: If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 


and follow me. 


Our Devotional Reading, Acts 2:29-36 is a 
part of Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost, 
in which the apostle is telling the Jews about 
their great sin in crucifying Jesus. This Jesus 
hath God raised up, whereof we all are wit- 
nesses. What Jesus told them in Matthew and 
Mark has taken place, and He has been raised 
from the dead. 


We might think of our lesson under these 
four heads: 1. A Great Question and a Great 
Answer, 2. A Great Revelation, 3. A great 
Challenge, and 4. A Solemn Warning. 


I. A Great Question and A Great Answer: 
Mark 8:27-30. 


First, there is the General Question; Whom 
do men say that I am? They answered, John 
the Baptist, Elias, One of the prophets. This 
is the sort of answer that the world still gives. 
No one denies that Jesus was a good man and 
a great man. He would have His name among 
the ten greatest men in almost any list which 
men of the world would make up. But this 
answer does not satisfy Jesus. His place is not 
just the place of a great and good man. 


So He asks the further personal question, 
But whom say ye that I am? Peter, speaking 
for the whole band of disciples, answers, Thou 
art the Christ, or as Matthew gives it in com- 
plete form, Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the Living God. This is the answer that alone 
can satisty the claims of Jesus. No mere man, 
no matter how great or good, could say these 
things about himself: “I am the bread of life’; 
“I am the resurrection and the life’; “I am the 
door”; “I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
I am the true vine; I am Alpha and Omega”: 
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“Before Abraham was, I AM”. Even a Moses 
would be laughed at, if he made any such claims. 
Jesus could not be satisfied with any but the 
true answer and Peter made it here and in 
John 6:69. Only on the Divine Rock could 
the church be built. No wonder Jesus said to 
Peter (see Matthew) Blessed art thou Simon 
Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed in unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven. | 


I am dwelling on this point, for Unitarianism, 
the ‘“‘Leaven of the Sadducees”, has been play- 
ing havoc with some parts of the church. I be- 
lieve very firmly that if Jesus Christ is not 
Divine; if He is not the Son of God; if He is 
not God manifest in the flesh, then we have 
no real Saviour. I hold to the Deity of Christ 
with all my heart, and this, I believe, is what 
Jesus was demanding of His disciples, and 
only a confession like Peter’s could satisfy 
Him. 

Il. A Great Revelation: His Atoning Death: 
Mark 8:31-33. 

And He began to teach them many things; 
He was to suffer and die and rise from the 
dead. This did not fit Peter’s idea of the 
Messiah and he began to rebuke Him, saying, 
Be it far from thee, Lord; this shall not be 
unto thee (Matthew’s account). Then Jesus 
had to sternly rebuke the very disciple whom 
He had praised so highly. And He turned, and 
said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
thou art an offense unto me: for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those that be 
of men. The Jews were expecting a conquering 
hero as their Messiah, not a suffering and dy- | 
ing Lamb of God Who should take away the 
sins of the world. John the Baptist seemed to 
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see this when he called Jesus the Lamb of God, | 


but none of the disciples seemed to grasp this 
truth until He had been crucified and had risen 
from the dead. In the Old Testament we have 
two sets of prophecies concerning the Messiah. 
In one, He is described as a conquering King 
bringing Peace to a troubled world; in the 
other, like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 we have 
Him described as the Suffering Servant of the 
Lord. Both pictures are true. He came the 
first time to suffer and die; to make atonement 
for our sins. He is coming again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and to rule over 
the world, bringing Peace and Righteousness. 
The Jews seemed to have forgotten, or mis- 
interpreted, the many prophecies concerning 
His suffering and death, and only remembered 
those connected with His reign as King. When 
Jesus, then, began to reveal to them the fact 
that He was going to be rejected and suffer 
and die, they could not understand Him. 


Peter is not the only one who did and does 
not like the cross and all it implies. Some have 
always been offended by the Atonement. They 
call it the “doctrine of the shambles” in spite 
of all that the scriptures say about it. ‘Whey 
see no need for the shedding of blood to iake 
away sin. They do not like our many hymns 
about the cross and the precious blood. ‘They 
like to think of Christ as a great and good man, 
a teacher and leader, but when you tell them 
that Christ died for our sins, that His precious 
blood cleanses from all sin, that we are redeemed 
by His precious blood, then, like Peter, they 
sav, this is not our idea of the way of salvation. 
They do not like the way of the cross or the 
blood. ‘They do not like to sing that glorious 
hymn, When I] survey the Wondrous Cross, On 
which the Prince of Glory died, My richest 
gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on 
all my pride. They savor not the things that 
be of God but those that be of man. Men in 
their pride and self-righteousness, want to save 
themselves by their good works and character. 
They will have nothing to do with God’s way 
of saving men by grace through faith in a 
Saviour who died on the cross for our sins. 


Jesus tried over and over again to make this 
plain to them, but they never did understand 
until after His death and resurrection. Then 
Peter and the others could see this glorious 
truth. Paul, of all the apostles, seemed to have 
the clearest view of God’s Plan of Salvation 
and he develops it in his epistles. | 


Ill. A Great Challenge: Mark 8:34. 


_Jesus is not the only one to have a cross: 
Must Jesus bear the cross alone, And all the 
world go free? No, there’s a cross for everyone 
and there’s a cross for me. We, too, must die; 
not as Jesus did to atone for our sins, but, 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
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himself, and take up his cross, and follow me”. 
Here is His challenge to us. It is not easy to 
say no to self and take up our cross, whatever 
it may be, and follow Him. This cross 1s some- 
thing which we voluntarily take up for the 
sake of Christ. The cross is a symbol of death. 
We are to die unto sin and live unto righteous- 
ness. We are to put to death some desire of 
our own and take up some task for Him. Afri- 
ca was David Livingstone’s cross, so to speak, 
which he took up for Christ. We are crucified 
with Christ. He took up the cross of Calvary. 
We take up our own little cross and say no to 
self as He did, and walk the way of the cross 
with Him. Denying self is far more than some 
little act of self-denial; it is saying no to self 
and yes to Christ, putting Him on the throne. 
This is the call that comes to us; not the call 
to a life of ease and self-enjoyment, but the 
call to surrender our lives to Jesus Christ. We 
find some men who have done this, notably 
thc Apostle Paul. To Paul, to live was Christ, 
and to die was gain. Have we met the challenge 
of Christ as He gives it to His disciples? 


IV. A Solemn Warning: Mark 8:35-38. 


In John 6:66-69, after Jesus had preached 
His sermon on the Bread of Life, in which He 
said some things hard to understand, we find 
these words: From that time many of His dis- 
ciples went back, and walked no more with 
Him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye 
also go away? Then Simon Peter answered 
Him, Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast 
the words of eternal life. When you challenge 
men with the words of Jesus, “Let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me”, 
many refuse to foll.w. They are not ready for 
such a life. Jesu: knew this; He knew that 
such a life called for complete surrender and 
so He warns the disciples that this is the only 
way they can save their lives. Only as we give 
our lives to Him, lose our lives for His sake, 
can we really save them. To keep our lives 
for our own plans is to lose them. For what 
shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? (R.V. forfeit his life) 
Jesus Christ is our only hope of salvation. 
Without Him we are lost. I am the way, the 
truth, and the life; no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me. There is none other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby we 
must be saved. 


It is easy to miss salvation. If we are ashamed 
of Him, then He will be ashamed of us. 
Ashamed of Jesus, can it be, A mortal man 
ashamed of Thee? Yet there are many who 
refuse to give themselves to Him. To surrender 
to Him will give you a place in His kingdom 
of power. We believe verse one of chapter nine 
was fulfilled a week later when Peter, James 
and John saw His glory on the Mount of 
Transfiguration. 
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Man TO MINISTER: 


MINISTER TO MAN: 


Can I Help a 
College Through 
My Will? 


I am not rich. I cannot endow a professorship or pro- 
vide a building. Is it worthwhile for me to try to help a 
Presbyterian college in my will? 


Of course it is. Do you know that the endowment 
funds of most colleges have been built up by the gifts 
and legacies of men and women of modest means? 
Endowments are the safeguards for a non-tax-support- 
ed college. They are its lifeblood. Student fees usually 
pay only about one-half the cost of operating a college. 
The income from endowments help make up the dif- 
ference between the total cost of education and the 
charge to the student. The vast majority of permanent 
endowments come through bequests. Every legacy, how- 
ever small, makes more certain the continuing useful- 
ness of Presbyterian colleges to the life of the com- 
munity and to the service of Christ. 


OUR PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGES AND SEMINARIES 

| SENIOR COLLEGES King Queens 
Agnes Scott Davidson Mary Baldwin Southwestern 
Arkansas Davis and Elkins Montreat Stillman 
Austin Hampden-Sydney Presbyterian Westminster 
Belhaven Consolidated Presbyterian College of North Carolina 
Centre Flora Macdonald, Peace, Presbyterian Junior 
JUNIOR COLLEGES Schreiner Institute 
Lees Junior Lees-McRae Mitchell School of the Ozarks 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES AND TRAINING SCHOOL 
Austin Columbia Louisville Union 
General Assembly’s Training School for Lay Workers 


COMMITTEE ON 


TWELVE OF A SERIE. 


This series is addressed 
to all people 
of the warm heart, 
whether the bequest 
be large or small, 
whose farseeing generosity 
will create opportunities 
for youth. 


FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


for additional information write to 


Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia 


PAGE 12 


BEQUESTS AND DEFERRED GIFTS 


Board of Christian Education (BEQUESTS) 


To 
Your 


Loved 


Page 


24 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Give 
y 

YA || = ourna | 

Ones 
And 
| Friends 

For 
See 
: Special 
Offer 

| 

| = 

| 


YOUNG 


Department’ 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR pucnenamn 28, 1958 


Why Go 


Scripture: Matthew 25:14-30 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Gave My Life For Thee” 
‘Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve” 
“Give Of Your Best To The Master” 


(December 28 is observed in many places as 
Christian Student Sunday. It is a Sunday when 
many college students are at home for the 
Christmas holidays, and therefore an appropriate 
time to recognize them. If there are college 
students in your church, you may want to ask 
them to come to your youth meeting and bring 
reports on Christian life and service on the 
college campus. If you do not choose to do 
this, we are suggesting that you give thought 
to the reasons we have for going to college.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 
In the next year or two many of us will be 


finishing our high school courses and turning: 


toward college. More and more young people 
are going to college. Every year the colleges 
and universities are expanding their facilities 
in order to accomodate increased enrollments. 
Why are so many young people attending col- 
lege? Is it just a herd instinct to do what every- 


body else is doing? Surely there is more to it © 


than this, but let us take some time to examine 
our reasons for going to college. Any venture 
which requires so much in the way of time, 
effort, and money deserves some careful thought. 


Does the fact that we are Christians have any- 
thing to do with the way we think about col- 
lege? We profess that we have committed our 
lives to Jesus Christ to serve Him as Master 
and Lord. What effect should this have on our 


attitude toward college education.? Our speakers 


will suggest some answers to these questions. 


First Speaker: 


Some young people go to college to have a 
good time. To them it is just a kind of social 
venture. Any person who is at all in earnest 
knows that college involves study, but why 
should we want to study? One college student 
admitted that he considered studies less distaste- 
ful than facing up to the responsibilities of life. 
To him it was a way of postponing an encounter 
with adult responsibility. This is obviously a 
cowardly approach to college studies and can- 
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To 2 


not commend itself to thoughtful Christian 
young people. 


_ Another reason for going into the advanced 
study which college offers is to gain knowledge. 
There are many young people whose thirst for 
knowledge is not satisfied in high school. They 
look to the advanced instruction and expanded 
facilities of a college or university to speed 
them on their search for knowledge. This is 
not to say that we leave off learning, if we do 
not go to college. We should continue to grow 
in knowledge as long as we live and wherever 
we are. Colleges are prepared to meet the needs 
of those who want to speed up the gathering 
of knowledge. 


Another reason for going to college is to learn 


. new skills. A person who is studying to be a 


teacher, not only acquires knowledge to impart 
to the students but learns the best methods 
of teaching. A ministerial student not only 
learns what to preach, but how to preach. A 
medical student learns about the human body 
and its ills, and he also develops the skills of 
treating those ills. 


One of the most valuable lessons a young 
person can learn in college is self discipline. 
College studies demand increased concentration 
and dedication. ‘The young person who success- 
fully completes a difficult college course has 
learned much about the mastery of mind and 
emotions. A Christian college student ought 
to seek all these things . . . increase of knowledge, 
improvement of skills, and self mastery. These 
are reasonable goals for a life that is committed 
to Christ. 


Second Speaker: 

Why should a student want to seek these 
fruits of study . . . the knowledge, the skill, and 
the discipline? We know that the accepted aim 
of going to college is self improvement, but 
why do we want to be improved, and what has 
being a Christian to do with it? 


Some young people will tell us very honestly 
that they want what college has to offer be- 
cause it will enable them to get a better job 
and to make more money. For them the road 
through college is the road to increased wealth, 
and that is as far as they care to look. There 
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is nothing wrong with having a good job and 
making a lot of money, if there is a worthy 
purpose for doing it. Just to make money for 
money’s sake, however, is not worthy of a son 
or daughter of God _ The Lord said, 
“A man’s life consisteth not in the abundance 
of the things which he possesseth”’. 


There are others who want the improvement 
of a college education in order to provide a 
better living for their families. This is good 
as far as it goes, but those who have this idea 
need to realize that there is much more to 
a successful, happy family life than the things 
which money can buy. They should see to it 
that the intellectual and spiritual enrichment 
received from college study is brought to bear 
on the life of the home. 


Another reason for undergoing the rigors 
of college studies is that it prepares one to do 
a better job, and there is deep satisfaction in 
doing any worthy work well. Many are con- 
_vinced that the personal satisfaction they re- 

receive from their work more than pays for 
the time and effort spent in college, The Bible 
says, ““Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might.” Eccl. 9:10. 


If there is satisfaction that comes to one’s 
self from doing a job well, there is even greater 
satisfaction from doing something that is of 
benefit to others. Some of the happiest people 
in the world are those whose lives and accom- 
plishments have brought great blessings on their 
fellow men. If a college education can make 
a person a greater blessing to mankind, then 
that is one of the highest motives for going to 
college. | 


There is only one motive higher than a desire 
to help people, and that is the desire to glorify 
God. As a matter of fact, whenever we help 
people in the name of our Saviour, we are 
glorifying God. “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” Matt. 25:40. Whatever 
we can do with our lives that will bring more 
glory to our God and Saviour, that thing we 
must do. The very best reason for going to 
college, then, is that we may glorify God through 
the improvement of our lives by a _ college 
education. 


Sing one stanza of “Give of Your Best to 
the Master. 


January Bible Study for. 
Circle Bible Leaders on I Peter 


By the Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 


I. INTRODUCTION: GREETING. I Peter 
1:1,2 (Read in your Bible). 


An introduction to this study as a whole, of 
the Apostle Peter and his first epistle, was 
printed in the December 3rd issue of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal. Those who plan to 
study or to teach this lesson would find that 
article helpful in offering some background 
information for this lesson and for the entire 
series. The “introduction” presented in this 
first lesson is that of the First Epistle of Peter 
itself. 


A. THE WRITER OF THE LETTER: 
The Apostle Peter. 


Simon Bar-jona (Matt. 16:17), the Jewish 
fisherman, was the writer of this letter. He does 
not, however, write as Simon the fisherman, but 
as Peter, the fisher of men (Matt. 4:19). He 
is no longer the fisherman—or even the im- 
pulsive disciple of Jesus of Nazareth—he is an 
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aged, tender, spiritually matured apostle of 


Jesus Christ. Only traces of the old Peter may 
be seen. The new Peter has passed through 
the ‘converting’ experience predicted by Christ 
(Luke 22:32). Once, long ago, he had lived 
for himself and a high and glorious place in 
the kingdom of Messiah Jesus, but now he lives 
to bless the early Church with his spiritual 
counsel and to encourage Christians with this 
apostolic epistle. He is, in other words, strength- 
ening his brethren. 


It would be most profitable to recall the life 
and experiences of the young disciple. Any 
Bible dictionary or harmony of the Gospels 
would provide us with the interesting events. 
Peter was commended by Christ for his spiritual! 
insight in being the first to see our Lord as the 
Christ of God. He was foremost among the 
twelve disciples by reason of his boldness and 
vigor. We could see Peter as the trusting dis- 
ciple who walks on the water toward Christ. 
He is seen as trying to dissuade Christ from His 
Via Dolorosa. He denied his Lord three times. 
Yet Peter, at Pentecost, becomes the first power- 
ful Christian preacher, bringing numbers to 
Christ. Peter becomes an inspired Church leader 


after the ascension of Christ. All this is behind 


him now; and Peter, who once tried to keep 
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his Lord from the cross, by his letter tries to 
inspire Christians to remain patient and stead- 
fast under their sufferings and trials. The self- 


seeking and self-reliant Peter had to learn and ~ 


suffer much to become the humble, trusting, and 
mellowed apostle who was able to be of spiritual 
aid to others. Feeding the flock of God with 
inspired words, Peter, soon ready to depart him- 
self, holds before them the rich inheritance and 
sure hope of Christians. 


Peter, who once fought with his fellow dis- 
ciples for the first place in the kingdom of 
heaven, now describes himself as “an apostle 
of Jesus Christ.” Peter does not claim the 
highest place in the Church, as some would ex- 


pect him to, or as some would claim for him. — 


But we must not underestimate the importance 
of the apostolic office to which he along with 
others was appointed. An apostle was one 
specifically commissioned by Christ. He was 
supplied with special gifts and graces by our 
Lord. Before the regular ministry of elders and 
deacons was set up and the young Church was 
in need of spiritual oversight and qualified 
evangelists, apostles served the Church as ex- 
traordinary leaders. After the regular or ordi- 
nary, ministry was established and the apostles 
were martyred, there is no evidence that their 
extraordinary office or miraculous gifts were 
continued. As an apostle, then, Peter addresses 
the Church with his special commission and 
authority. hey may be sure of his divinely 
ordained message and its comfort and hope. 


B. THE RECIPIENTS OF THE LETTER: 
Their External Condition—“Strangers  Scat- 
tered.” 


1. The Dispersion. The word Peter uses to 
indicate the “scattered” condition of the re- 
cipients of his letter comes from the Greek word 
meaning dispersion. The “Dispersion” as a tech- 
nical term usually had reference to the Diaspora, 
or the Jews scattered throughout the world. 
Peter calls his readers “strangers scattered,” or 
as the ASV translates it, “‘sojourners of the Dis- 
persion.”” Since the Hebrews had been dispersed 
from their homeland by the Assyrians and the 
Babylonians in 722 and 586 B. C., there were 
many of them living in widely separated foreign 
countries. This is the reason many Bible scholars 
believe Peter, the apostle to the Circumcision, 
was writing primarily to the Jews, or at least 
to Christian Jews, in the provinces of Asia Minor 
which he addressed (Pontus, Galatia, Cappa- 
docia, Asia, and Bithynia) . 


It is possible that Peter has in mind the scat- 
tered condition of Israel, but it is more likely 
that he is not restricting the Dispersion to the 


Jews. Peter addresses people who had never 


been Jews, men who formerly had lived accord- 
ing to their ignorant lusts (1:14), had followed 
the will of the Gentiles (4:3), and had never 
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before had a share with God’s people (2:10). 
In other words, there is a Jewish basis to his 
idea of the Dispersion, but Peter gives it a 
Christian application. As the people of. God 
of Old Testament times were scattered from one 
end of the world to the other, now the New 
Testament Church finds itself spread over the 
world of the Romans. He appropriates an Old 
Testament title for the Christians, for as the 
new people of God, they constitute a new Dis- 
persion in the world (2:11). Peter was not the 
only New Testament writer to think of the 
Christian Church in terms of Israel. In Gala- 
tians 3:9,16,27-29, Paul included Christians 
among covenant people, along with the actual 
seed of Abraham who in times past had had 
faith in God. 


2. The Pilgrimage. The title “strangers” or 
“sojourners” for Peter’s readers shows another 
application of an Old Testament idea to the 
present condition of Christians. Just as God’s 
Old Testament people, Israel, had lived forty 
years as sojourners in the wilderness between 
their exodus from Egypt and their entrance 
into the promised land of Canaan, so Christians 
find themselves to be pilgrims in this world, 
biding their time between their regeneration 
and glorification—between their renouncing the 
ways of this world and their entrance into 
heaven. Christians have always drawn comfort 
from comparing their situation with that of 
Israel’s desert wanderings. God—who supplied 
their need, dwelt among them, and gave them 
his guidance—still lives to bless and protect the 
Church. Several of the spirituals remind us of 
the pilgrim condition of the Christians; e.g., 
“I’m just a poor wayfaring stranger trav’ling 
through this world of woe, and there’s no sick- 
ness, no toil, no trouble in that fair land to 
which I go.” 


There is a much-quoted passage from an 
early Christian writing, the Epistle of Diognetus 
(probably dating from the second century A.D.) , 
which shows us how the early Church must have 
felt itself foreign to the persecuting and perish- 
ing world: “The Christians are not separated 
from other men by earthly abode, by language, 
or by customs. They dwell nowhere in cities by 
themselves; they do not use a different language, 
nor affect a singular mode of life. They dwell 
in the cities of the Greeks and of the barbarians, 
each as his lot has been cast; and while they — 
conform to the usages of the country in respect 
to dress, food, and other things pertaining to 
the outward life, they yet show a peculiarity of 
conduct wonderful and striking to all. They 
dwell in their own country, but as sojourners; 
they take a part in everything as citizens, and 
yet endure all things as strangers; every foreign 
country is as a fatherland, and every fatherland 
as a foreign country; they live in the flesh, but 
not according to the flesh; they pass their life 
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on earth, but they are citizens of heaven. In a 


word, they are in the world what the soul is in. 


the body. The soul is diffused through all the 
members of the body, and Christians through 
the cities of the world. But the soul, though 


- dwelling in the body, is not of the body; and 


Christians dwell in the world, but are not of 
the world. They dwell as sojourners in mortal 
things, expecting immortality in heaven” (given 
in John Brown’s Expository Discourses on First 
Peter, p. 28). 

The pilgrim state is not merely for persecuted 
Christians, but for all who know that they are 
in the world, but not of the world (John 15:19; 
17:13-18; I John 2:15-17). The Jews of the Dis- 
persion, in whatever land, always considered 
Jerusalem their capital. Even so, Christians, 
who may be good,. temporary citizens of the 
country in which they were born, may not for- 
get that their real citizenship is in heaven—the 
Jerusalem which is above (Phil. 3:20; Gal. 4:26; 
Heb. 12:22,23). Usually the extent to which 
Christians are conscious of their heavenly citizen- 
ship corresponds to the measure of suffering they 
meet in this world. Just to be a faithful Chris- 
tian, not becoming too entangled with the 
things of this world, is often enough to arouse 
the opposition of people in the world who have 
no heavenly citizenship and cannot understand 
our different manners and calling. We ought 
really to be concerned when people can no 


longer distinguish Christians from non-Chris- 


tians. 


C. THE RECIPIENTS OF THE LETTER: 
Their Spiritual Designation—Divinely Chosen. 


The word “elect” is one of the most com- 
forting in the New Testament. It always im- 
plies that Someone greater than ourselves has 
set his choice upon us and that, as a con- 
sequence, we enjoy blessings greater than we can 
conceive and benefits which we would not have 
otherwise deserved. Indeed, there is no place 
in the New Testament for an election that is 
earned by our merit. The “grace and peace” 
that are ours come solely as the result of the 
sovereign free love of God. Paul speaks plainly 
in Ephesians 1:3-5: “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 


places in Christ; according as he hath chosen | 


us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love; having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ unto him- 
self, according to the good pleasure of his will” 
(cf. John 15:19; I Cor. 1:26-29). John Brown 
wrote: “As Israel, as a nation, was selected to 
be a peculiar people to Jehovah, so true Chris- 
tians are, as individuals, selected to be a part 
of God’s spiritual ‘purchased inheritance,’ or 
peculiar people” (op. cit., p. 19). See Peter’s 
comment in chapter 2:9. 
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The fact that we cannot read the secret will 
of God to discover who the elect are, or cannot 
understand his providence which makes its 
choice of some and passes others by, is not reason 
enough for us to deny that God elects some and 
not all. It is our duty to preach the gospel to 
every creature and leave the decree of election 
in the hands of God, where it belongs. If some- 
one still questions God’s ways, Paul’s classic 
answer, in his chapter on election, is appro- 
priate:“O man, who art thou that repliest 
against God?” (Rom. 9). 


The truth is that we cannot discriminate be- 
tween the elect and the non-elect, for we can- 
not look upon the heart as God can. As a mat- 
ter of fact, we can only be sure of our own 
election as we see the effects of it in our lives 
and spiritual activities. However, it seems to 
be our duty to count everyone as a member of 
the elect who has come to Christ and made a 
creditable profession of faith in him (cf. John 
6:44 with verse 37). Even in our text, Peter 
does not try to distinguish the elect from the 
non-elect, but addresses all his readers as “‘elect.” 
We are sure that the term applies only to the 
true Christians who have experienced the select- 
ing work of the Trinity set forth in the same 
verse. That is, the choice of these “scattered 
strangers” to be Christians is brought about 
by the foreknowledge of God, the sanctifying 
of the Holy Spirit, and the application of the 
blood of Jesus. 


1. The Divine Origin of Election. The 
source of election is in God. The process of 
divine selection begins before the foundation 
of the world and is not consummated until 
every Person of the Trinity has contributed to 
its progress. The “elect’’ are so “according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father.” ‘They 
were not selected because they were better than 
anyone else or because they performed more 
good works than others. They were elected 
in accordance with the will of God to whom 
all his works are known “from the beginning of 
the world” (Acts 15:18). The divine purpose 
is manifest in the salvation of the elect. The 
foreknowledge of God does not mean merely 
that God chose those whom he foresaw would 
be worthy people. God’s wisdom, foreknowl- 
edge, and power, being co-ordinate attributes, 
those for whom he plans and foreknows are 
elected from all eternity. In Scripture, the fore- 
knowledge of God carries with it a sense of 
purpose and determination on God’s part. At 
Pentecost, Peter says that Christ was delivered 
up to be crucified by the determinate counsel 
and foreknowledge of God (Acts 2:23). This 
means considerably more than simply that God 
knew beforehand that Christ would be put to 
death. It turns the whole work of our redemp- 
tion back ultimately upon him who planned it 
and brings it to pass. The objects of God’s 
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gracious foreknowledge and predestination are 
one and the same (Rom. 8:29). 


2. The Divine Means of Election. Those 
who are chosen by God in eternity are set apart 
by God in time. The divine means are “sanctifi- 
cation” and “sprinkling.” The divine instru- 
ments are the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ. Ac- 
tually the Greek word “‘sanctify’’ means to “‘set 
apart.” Andrew McNab, in the New Bible Com- 
mentary, says, “The election of the Father in 
eternity is made effectual through the work of 
the Holy Spirit in time, working in the soul and 
setting it apart for God” (p. 1130). As Israel 
was chosen to be a “peculiar treasure . . . above 
all people” unto God, ‘a kingdom of priests, 
and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:5,6), so in the 
New Testament age God separates Christians 
from the great mass of mankind by the renew- 
ing and hallowing work of the Spirit. They 
too, Peter shows, are set apart as “a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, 
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 
the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light” (I Peter 2:9). 


Still further, the “sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ” sets them off from non-Christians. 
The allusion is to Exodus 24, and Christ’s 
blood is spoken of as the seal of a new covenant 
between God and his new people—a covenant 
ratified by the death of our Saviour (cf. Matt. 
26:28). Israel, God’s Old Testament, or Old 
Covenant, people was set apart to be subject 
to the law and to share in the pardoning 
value of the animal sacrifices and offerings. By 
his reference to the “sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus” Peter apparently means that the New 
Covenant sets Christians apart to obedience 
and procures for them the atonement for sins 
available in the death of Christ, the mediator 
of the New Covenant. (See also Hebrews 
9:11-28.) 


3. The Divine Purpose in Election. The 
sanctifying, or setting apart, of Christians by 
the work of the Spirit and through the applica- 
tion of Christ’s blood is “unto obedience.” The 
purpose of our election is that we might serve 
God. We are elect to obedience. Election is 
not a selfish thing. When rightly understood 
and appreciated, it does not lift up the heart in 
spiritual pride or create a feeling of superiority. 
It was a great mistake of the Jewish nation 
that it thought more of its privileges than of its 
responsibilities. Elect nations and individuals 
are chosen that they should humbly and grate- 
fully obey God. After declaring that salvation 
was a divine gift through faith, Paul went on 
to say that “we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). Peter’s way of saying this 
is that the “scattered strangers” are 
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THE LORD IS WORKING 
in the HOLY LAN D 


to alleviate the suffering of the Lord’s little 
“lambs” in Israel. 

Our obligation towards these needy ones is 
increasing. 

Who will help us to nurture the children in 
the Gospel? | 


HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European Bethel Mission. Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St. Dept. SP Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


through the work of the Trinity “unto obedi- 
ence.” 


D. THE PRAYER OF BLESSING: “Grace 
. and Peace Be Multiplied.” } 


Peter’s introduction to his epistle includes a 
greeting such as letters of the time contained. 
But in the early Church the greeting took on a 
Christian flavor. Peter’s turns into a prayer for 
the increase of grace and peace for his readers. 
He desires for them a further measure of the 
favor of God and its resulting tranquility. They 
were no strangers to the grace, or unmerited 
loving-kindness, of God and the reconciliation 
with God that produces peace of soul. Peter 
prays that they may experience these twin bless- — 
ings in even greater abundance. 


* * * * * * 


How may I know of my election? Do I ex- 
perience the effects of God’s working and bless- 
ings in my life? Am I so aware of being a 
stranger in this world that I am able to lean 
upon the comforting and encouraging promise 
of this epistle? How conscious am I of the 
sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit making me 
obedient to the will of God? How can the 
Church of today reappropriate the pilgrim out- 
look and the spirit of patient, hopeful en- 
durance? 
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@ As people plan for their “Golden Age”, 
they have to think seriously about a de- 
pendable income that will give them finan- 
cial security for as long as they live. 


Annuities with our Board of World Missions 
meet that requirement. If you wish, you 
may include a loved one in a Survivorship 
Annuity, which is a joint arrangement where- 
by the survivor will receive for life the 
same regular income payments that the 
original annuitant received. In effect, a 
Survivorship Annuity permits you to admin- 
ister your own estate and to pass on this part 
of your income without delay or litigation. 


Financial 
ecurity 

for Both 

You 


After the annuity contract has been com- 


pleted, the full amount of the principal be- 
comes a gift to the Lord’s work in Foreign 
Missions. 


Our Annuity Gift Plan has been in operation 
for over fifty years, never missing or being — 
late with a single payment and providing 
the annuitants with the additional joy and 
satisfaction of contributing their means to 
the cause of Christ. 


If you are interested, we will be happy to 
send you full information about our Annuity 


Gift Plan. Just write 


. CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
“To Foretgu Misstons a Snare” 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Moar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 


L. W. Gratz, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 


C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Pron. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. | 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 


T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


‘Belk-Simpson Co. 


Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mor.-Prop. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY COURTESY HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, ‘Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 

Elmo Smith, Moar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 
OHIO 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Athens, Ohio 

Joe Kelly, Mor.-Prop. 
MISSOURI 

Belk-Simpson Co. 


Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mor.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


“Imported Natural Pongee All Silk, Flame-resistant. 13 Momme, @ $1.19” 
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NEWS 


Statement Released by the 
National Association 
of Evangelicals 


The National Association in Executive Com- 
mittee, November 22, 1958, notes with grave 
concern a statement of the World Order Study 
Conference of the National Council of Christian 
Churches in the United States of America, ad- 
vocating recognition of Red China by the United 
States of America. 


We are convinced such a statement does not 
represent the true sentiment of masses of mem- 
bers of American churches, either in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches of Christ or in the 
larger segments of Protestantism not affiliated 
with the National Council. Nor does it speak 
at all for members of the churches affiliated 
with the National Association of Evangelicals. 
Further we are baffled to observe left-wing 
cliches, and the typical Communistic “soft ap- 
proach” urging pressure on our government, 
falsely in the name of Christian fellowship. 


RED CHINA’S TYRANNY 


1. Red China’s leaders have scorned every 
known moral principle in treatment of her own 
people and of other nations. To “avoid the 
general posture of hostility . . . and cease the 
practice of moral lectures to Chinese Com- 


‘munists by our leaders” is to commend Chinese 


Reds who have out-distanced their Russian 
masters where possible. Nothing has been too 
base, vile, or cruel to perpetrate if it gains their 
ends. Such is Communist custom everywhere, as 
America and other nations have learned at un- 
speakable cost. 


RED CHINA IN THE UNITED NATIONS 


2. Within the frame of the United Nations 
Russia has been a consistent obstructor from the 
beginning. Recognition will be used by Com- 
munist propaganda to imply approval as in the 
case of other Communist countries. To admit 
Red China to the United Nations will. mean 
that she will succeed to the seat of Nationalist 
China in the Security Council, replacing a faith- 
ful ally by a deadly enemy. And the end result 
will be further terror to innocent lives every- 
where. 


AMERICA’S PROMISES 


3. To discard morality in politics for ex- 
pediency will hopelessly compromise our status 
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in the eyes of the oppressed peoples of the world. 
America’s word will be scorned not only in the 
East but in the West. Cynicism and revulsion 
will be the reaction in the Orient; distrust will 
increase among western nations. To treat our 
word lightly is moral expediency, the very prac- 
tice of the Communists themselves, against which 
we have protested endlessly. To waver in our 
stand now is to bring hopeless despair to mil- 
lions over the world. 


CHRISTIANS IN RED CHINA 


4. The National Council of Churches of 
Christ’s statement says Americans “hesitate to 
admit any imperfections in our society.” This 
is sheer nonsense to any reader of our press. 
It is we, not they, who proclaim our faults to 
the world. Nor should we allow specious prop- 
aganda to divide us from our allies, such as 
Nationalist China. It is folly to talk of “‘restora- 
tions of relationships” between our churches of 
the East and the West so long as Iron and 
Bamboo Curtains exist. 


To aid Red China in the least is indisputable 
evidence that America is morally and spiritually 
bankrupt. The increasing tendency to recog- 
nize Red China brings deep despair to count- 
less oppressed peoples and enlarges the suffer- 
ing of Christians in Red China. 


As Christians, we dare not compromise! As 
Americans, Red China must not be recognized. 


MISSISSIPPI 
Memorial to Dr. G. T. Gillespie 


Jackson—A memorial is being established at 
Belhaven College honoring the memory of Dr. G. 
T. Gillespie, former Belhaven president, educator, 
church and civic leader, according to Belhaven 
President McFerran Crowe. 


Dr. Crowe announced that the G. T. Gillespie 
Memorial comes in response to many inquirers 
from all over the South. Dr. Gillespie, who died 
on Nov. 18 in Jackson, had been Belhaven’s presi- 
dent from 1921 to 1954 and ‘president emeritus 
from July 1, 1954. 


“Highly regarded by everybody, he was par- 
ticularly beloved by those who knew him per- 
sonally,” Dr. Crowe declares. ‘“‘The closer the as- 
sociation, the higher the esteem and the deeper 
the affection.” 


The Memorial is being established now, Dr. 
Crowe emphasized, and the use to which it is 
put will be determined after the amount is set. 
“Such things are difficult to forecast,” Dr. Crowe 
said, “‘coming, as this will, from so many sources 
over a wide georgaphical area.” 
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If the amount is sufficient, a memorial build- 
ing may be constructed, according to Dr. Crowe, 
who declared such a monument would be proper 
recognition for a man of Dr. Gillespie’s stature 
and influence. 


Contributions to the G. T. Gillespie Memorial 
will be received by the president’s office, Bel- 
haven College, Jackson, Miss. 


Pee Dee Presbytery 


Pee Dee Presbytery met in Adjourned session at 
the First Presbyterian Church, Florence, S. C., 
Tuesday, November 18. 


The proposed Revision of the Book of Church 
Order was approved with a few exceptions that 
were sent to the Revision Committee. The death 
of Dr. A. H. McArn was noted and Dr. Fred J. 
Hay was asked to prepare a Memorial. Rev. D. H. 
Dulin was received from Granville Presbytery 
and Commissions were set up to install him in the 
Blenheim, Dunbar and Reedy Creek Churches. 
Presbytery disapproved of the Report of the 
Ad-Interim Committee on United or Federated 
Churches. Presbytery adjourned to meet at the 
Hopewell Presbyterian Church, Jan. 27, 1959. 

—J. R. Woods, Stated Clerk 


George A. Chauncey 
GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)—The Rev. George A. Chauncey, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Monti- 
cello, Arkansas, has been named Associate Sec- 
retary of Evangelism for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Appointment of the young minister was an- 
nounced by the Board of Church Extension, with 
headquarters here, following its annual fall meet- 
ing. The Rev. Al Dimmock, Secretary of Evange- 
lism for the Board, announced that Mr. Chauncey 
will join the denominational evangelism office on 
December 1. 


Mr. Chauncey, a native of Memphis, Tenn., has 
been pastor in Monticello since 1954. Prior to 
that time he was pastor of First Presbyterian 
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Church, Brownsville, Tenn. In his Arkansas pas- 
torate, Mr. Chauncey has taken a leading role in 


important work of the Synod of Arkansas and 


Ouachita Presbytery. He is chairman of the Sy- 
nod’s Christian Relations Committee, a member of 
Synod’s Council, advisor of Synod’s Westminster 
Fellowship Council, and a member of Synod’s 
Christian Education Committee. He is also chair- 
man of two presbytery committees, and serves 
as a member of the Board of Directors, Arkansas 
Council on Human Relations. 


In his new work Mr. Chauncey will be helping 
to formulate and guide the Southern Presbyterian 
Churches throughout the South in evangelistic 
programs designed to meet the need of rapidly 
growing areas. 


Mr. Chauncey is a veteran of two years’ service 
in the Counter-Intelligence Corps in Japan. He 
is married to the former Barbara Leigh of Mem- 
phis, and the couple has one son, George A., Jr. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


New Presbyterian Church 
Building Dedicated 


Mebane—On Sunday morning, November twenty 
third at 11 o’clock the Dedication Service for 
the new building of the Mebane Presbyterian 
Church was held. (See front cover picture) The 
Sermon was preached by the Pastor, the Rev. S. S. 
Cappel from the text Gen. 7:1. Special Greetings 
to the Congregation were brought by the Rev. W. M. 
Baker who immediately preceded Mr. Cappel as 
Pastor of this congregation. The Prayer of Dedi- 
cation was offered by the Rev. H. B. Dendy, Pastor 
of the Weaverville, N. C. Presbyterian Church and 
Editor: of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


An overflow congregation was present for the 
morning service filling the main floor, the balcony 
and extra chairs. The membership of the Church 
is now over 600. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Cappel have been in Mebane 
for about three years and in this time have greatly 
endeared themselves to the Mebane Congregation. 
A nice new manse was erected during the second 
year of Mr. Cappel’s pastorate. 


In the Dedication service the following tribute 
was made to the Building Committee; “It would 
be impossible to record or adequately measure the 
time given, the efforts put forth, the miles 
traveled, and the studies made by our Building 
Committee. We owe a deep debt of gratitude for 
their labors of love. Their names are as follows; 
S. A. White, Chmn., Mrs. Lola Hurdle, Sec., Frank 
Southerland, Mrs. Charles J. Harris, R. A. Wilkin- 
son, William Linberry, June Crumpler, Jake John- 
son, A. B. Fitch, J. A. Foust, T. D. Jones and 
J. H. James.” 


Mrs. Eudella McKnight Wilson 


Concord—(PN)—Mrs. Eudella McKnight Wilson, 
who died here at the home of her daughter Mrs. 
J. G. Wilkinson on November 22, was the widow 
of a Presbyterian Elder, James N. Wilson, the 
mother of two Presbyterian. ministers, and the 
mother-in-law of two ministers. 


She is survived by ten children, 25 grandchildren 
and one great-grandson. Two sons are ministers; 
Dr. Howard M. Wilson of Mossy Creek Church, 
Mt. Solon, Va.; and Dr. W. Ernest Wilson, Ripley 
Larger Parish, Ripley, Miss. 
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Two daughters married ministers: Margaret is 


wife of the Rev. Jesse G. Wilkinson, Forest 
_-Methodist Church, Concord, N. C.; and Cath- 
erine, formerly a teacher at Thornwell Orphanage 
in Clinton, S. C., is the wife of the Rev. thol D. 
Cloud, Executive Secretary of North and East 
Mississippi Presbyteries, Oxford, Miss. 


Mrs. Wilson’s other six children are also filling 
places of active leadership in the Church as of- 
ficers and teachers. 


Mrs. Wilson was 84 at her death. 


South Carolina 


Isle of Palms Presbyterian Church 
Isle of Palms, S. C. 


The Isle of Palms Presbyterian Church, Isle 
of Palms, South Carolina, was formerly organized 
by Charleston Presbytery’s Commission of services 
on the evening of November 16, 1958. 


The Rev. John R. Williams, Pastor, John’s Island 
Presbyterian Church delivered the sermon on the 
subject ““Why the Church?” following which the 


Rev. Frank B. Estes, Chairman of the Commis- | 
sion conducted the organizational meeting at which 


32 Charter Members were received and Church 
Officers elected, ordained and installed. 


Other members of the Commission are: Rev. 
Thomas W. Horton, Jr., the Rev. G. A. Nickles, 
Executive Secretary of Presbytery of Charleston, 
and Elders James M. Lea, C. M. Clarke, L. H. 
Hay, H. L. Dickson, W. R. Willauer and G. C. 
Shipley and Carl W. Pollock, Treasurer of the 
Presbytery of Charleston, ex-officio member of 
the Commission. 


Ordained and installed were Elders James J. 
Lamb, Thomas E. May and Harry E. Sturgeon and 


Deacons Sam D. Cope, Paul D. Hollen, Edward 


Kibbie and Thomas P. Simpson. 


_ Before organization, the group began services 
in April 1958 with Mr. Clyde J. Mitchum acting 
as student supply. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville(——PN )—Mrs James F. Kirkpatrick of 
Decatur, Ga., has been appointed to serve as a 
teacher of missionaries’ children in Korea for a 
term of three years. Word of her appointment 
came from the Board of World Missions during 
the Fall meeting in Nashville. 


Mrs. Kirkpatrick will be going to the mission 
field in January, 1959. She will be stationed at 
Taejon, Korea, becoming the first teacher for 
the new school for missionaries’ children there. 
Her students will include children of Presbyterian, 
Methodist, and Southern Baptist missionaries. 


Mrs. Kirkpatrick received her education at the 
University of Georgia, Oglethorpe University, 
Emory University, and Columbia Theological Sem- 


-Inary. The former Miss Ruth Kehrer, a native of 


Atlanta, Ga., she has taught in the Atlanta Public 
Schools, and has served as director of the Decatur 
Presbyterian Week-Day Church School Kinder- 
garten. She has served the denomination in the 
capacity of area director of Christian education 
in Athens, Georgia, Macon, Savannah and Chero- 
kee Presbyteries, Synod of Georgia, from April 
1947 to the present. She is a member of the De- 
catur Presbyterian Church. 
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| lesson 
COMMENTARY 


big pages 
of help on 


each week’s 


v 


Uniform 


lesson in 
Standard 
LESSON COMMENTARY 


A complete lesson at your fingertips — 
Scripture, lesson background, explanation 
of text, daily Bible readings, main points 
of lesson, discussion and application, truth 
for daily living, lesson quiz, visual aid sug- 
gestions, and teaching plan for youth and 
adults. ¥ 

Complete, practical, true to the Bible. 
Profusely illustrated. Two-color maps. 
Large, easy-to-read type. 448 pages, 7%4 
x 934 inches, beautifully bound. 


only $2.95 


At your Bookstore, or 


~ BY STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 


TEXAS 


Dallas—(PN)—The Rev. Edwin Walthall, pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church in Morrilton, 
Ark., has been named pastor of the Wynnewood 
Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Formal installation 
ceremonies are scheduled for Dec. 14. 


He is a native of San Antonio, attended the 
University of Texas and Austin Seminary, and 
has served churches in Houston and Navasota, Tex. 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Book Department 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Give The Journal to Your Friends! 
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